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decade have created an unparalleled need
In the United States for expanded
iInternational knowledge and skill8ut

the nation is unready. And our future
success or failure in international

endeavors will rely almost entirely upon
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American Council on Education, 2003




G! O --atkhis defining moment in our history, America faces few more urgent
challenges than preparing our children to compete in a global economy. The
decisions our leaders make about education in the coming years will shape our future
F2NJ ASYSNYr A2ya G2 0O2YSXo

And the rising importance of education reflects the new demands of our new world.
In recent decades, revolutions in communications and information technology have
broken down barriers that once kept countries and markets apart, creating a single,
global economy that's more integrated and interconnected than ever before. In this
economy, companies can plant their jobs wherever there's an Internet connection
and someone willing to do the work, meaning that children here in Dayton are
growing up competing with children not only in Detroit or Chicago or Los Angeles,
but in Beijing and Delhi as well.

What matters, then, isn't what you do or where you live, but what you know. When
two-thirds of all new jobs require a higher education or advanced training,

knowledge is the most valuable skill you can sell. It's not only a pathway to
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Barak Obama, September 9, 2008
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Intrinsically interesting and valuable for personal growth

Promotes more effective social communication

. Provides greater access to educational opportunities

. Increases preparedness for professional opportunities
. Can improve soctpolitical awareness and participation

. Living in an increasingly global, interconnected age
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. US power places premium on American competence
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US 8 Grade Studentwith Failing Grades on NAEP Tests
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US 12 Grade Studentwith Failing Grades on NAEP Tests
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US Students (Grades 4, 8, and 12) at Basic Level or Abo
on Most Recent NAEP Tests (2@}
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6 Geographic Ignorance of Young Americans
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One In Three Young Americans
(18-24 years old)

Cannot find China on a map of the world

Thinks the US fought against Russia in World War |l
Believes Darfur is in Asia

Estimates the US population a2 billion

Would miss a conference call in a different time zone
Would travel in the wrong direction in an evacuation
Requires remedial work in college

Graduates from college

Reads a paper

10. Tends to vote
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Gross Domestic Product

http://www -personal.umich.edu/~mejn/cartograms/




~~
)
S
Q
S
@
Q
Q
©
S
=)
|-
o
=
=
S
£
=

LO
i
-
QN
=
al
O
O
(@)
D
]
O
D
@)
| -
al




66

Mexico 108,7OJ),891
Japan 127,433,494
Nigeria 135,031,164
Russia 141|377,752
Bangladesh 150,448,339
Pakistan 164,741,924
Brazil 190,010,647
Indonesia 234,693,
United States

European Union
India

China

997

301,139,947

Population (2007)

490,426,060

1,129,866,154

1,321,851,888

0 200,000,000

400,000,000

600,000,000 800,000,000

1,000,000,000

Source: CIA World Factbook (www.cia.gov)

1,200,000,000

1,400,000,000




Population

i - OCEAN

PACIFIC :a??" L B A o AT L |

ATLANTIC

OCEAN
INDIAN _ /
=gt OCEAN 3 ‘_\',. !
4"NEW
e ZEM.A‘ND
: o 2 —
L =
. — =) X - - = g
_—— 5 ’ ﬁ.,-":
. = = ru

ANTARCTICA

http://www -personal.umich.edu/~mejn/cartograms/




World Populationg¢ The Last 1500 Years
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Used lower, summary statistics except 2000 (midyear figure)
Available at http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/worldhis.html




World Population¢ The Last 400 Years
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Available at http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/worldhis.html
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North-South Population Trends

. - Less developed countries
Annual population growth in millions = Maore nauallgppad Gountries
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Available at http://www.census.gov/ipc/prod/wp98/ib98.pdf
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Ecological Footprint
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