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ά¢ƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 
decade have created an unparalleled need 
in the United States for expanded 
international knowledge and skills.  But 
the nation is unready.  And our future 
success or failure in international 
endeavors will rely almost entirely upon 
ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ

American Council on Education, 2003



ά!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ -- at this defining moment in our history, America faces few more urgent 
challenges than preparing our children to compete in a global economy. The 
decisions our leaders make about education in the coming years will shape our future 
ŦƻǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΧΦ

And the rising importance of education reflects the new demands of our new world. 
In recent decades, revolutions in communications and information technology have 
broken down barriers that once kept countries and markets apart, creating a single, 
global economy that's more integrated and interconnected than ever before. In this 
economy, companies can plant their jobs wherever there's an Internet connection 
and someone willing to do the work, meaning that children here in Dayton are 
growing up competing with children not only in Detroit or Chicago or Los Angeles, 
but in Beijing and Delhi as well.

What matters, then, isn't what you do or where you live, but what you know. When 
two-thirds of all new jobs require a higher education or advanced training, 
knowledge is the most valuable skill you can sell. It's not only a pathway to 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘϥǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǊŜǉǳƛǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦέ 

Barak Obama, September 9, 2008



ά²Ƙȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΚέ

1. Intrinsically interesting and valuable for personal growth

2. Promotes more effective social communication

3. Provides greater access to educational opportunities

4. Increases preparedness for professional opportunities

5. Can improve socio-political awareness and participation

6. Living in an increasingly global, interconnected age

7. US power places premium on American competence  



US 4th Grade Students with Failing Grades on NAEP Tests

Source: US Department of Education  (nces.ed.gov)
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US 8th Grade Students with Failing Grades on NAEP Tests

Source: US Department of Education  (nces.ed.gov)
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US 12th Grade Students with Failing Grades on NAEP Tests

Source: US Department of Education  (nces.ed.gov)
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US Students (Grades 4, 8, and 12) at Basic Level or Above
on Most Recent NAEP Tests (2001-07)

Source: US Department of Education  (nces.ed.gov)
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Geographic Ignorance of Young Americans

Source: National Geographic/Roper Survey, 2006
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One in Three Young Americans 
(18-24 years old)

1. Cannot find China on a map of the world

2. Thinks the US fought against Russia in World War II

3. Believes Darfur is in Asia

4. Estimates the US population as 1-2 billion

5. Would miss a conference call in a different time zone

6. Would travel in the wrong direction in an evacuation

7. Requires remedial work in college

8. Graduates from college

9. Reads a paper

10.Tends to vote



Source: CIA World Factbook (www.cia.gov)
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Gross Domestic Product

http://www -personal.umich.edu/~mejn/cartograms/



Projected GDP in 2015

http://www.worldmapper.org/
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Population

http://www -personal.umich.edu/~mejn/cartograms/



World Population ςThe Last 1500 Years

190 200 207 220 226 254 301 360 360 350 425
545 600

813

1550

6079

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

500 600 700 800 900 1000 1100 1200 1300 1400 1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 2000

M
ill

io
n

s

5ŀǘŀ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǎǳǎΣ ¦{ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΣ άIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 9ǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴέ
Used lower, summary statistics except 2000 (midyear figure)
Available at http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/worldhis.html
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World Population ςThe Last 400 Years

5ŀǘŀ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǎǳǎΣ ¦{ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΣ άIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 9ǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴέ
Used upper, summary statistics, except for 2000 (midyear figure)
Available at http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/worldhis.html



Data compiled from Bureau of the Census, US Department of Commerce, 
άIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ Estimates of World tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ at http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/worldhis.html
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North-South Population Trends

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǎǳǎΣ ¦{ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΣ ά²ƻǊƭŘ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ŀ DƭŀƴŎŜέ όмфффύ
Available at http://www.census.gov/ipc/prod/wp98/ib98-4.pdf



World Population in 2050

http://www.worldmapper.org/images/largepng/11.png



Ecological Footprint

http://www.worldmapper.org/


