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ά²Ŝ ōŜƎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘȅǇƻǘƘŜǎƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
any subject can be taught effectively in 
some intellectually honest form to any 
ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦέ

Jerome Bruner, The Process of Education (1960)



άLƴ ƻǳǊ ƎƭƻōŀƭƛȊƛƴƎΣ ŜǾŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ-
overpopulated, increasingly competitive and dangerous 
world, knowledge is power.  The more we know about our 
planet and its fragile environments, about other peoples 
and cultures, political systems and economies, borders 
and boundaries, attitudes and aspirations, the better 
prepared we will be for the challenging times ahead.  
CǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 
ǘƻ ƴƻƴŜΦέ

Harm de Blij, Why Geography Matters (2005)



Presentation Overview

ÅWhat is geopolitics, and why does it matter?
ïGeopolitics and grand strategy
ïMental maps and US foreign policy

ÅEmergent geopolitical trends
ïKey issues and challenges 
ïCoexistence of centripetal and centrifugal forces
ïComplexity as useful lens to understand our world
ïSelf-organized criticality toward edge of chaos

ÅCurrent state of international education
ïWhat do young Americans know?
ïWhat should they know and be able to do?

ÅAdaptive education and global literacy
ïPrinciples and components
ï!ǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ



What is Geopolitics?

άDŜƻǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀ 
(1) in their spatial relationship and (2) in their 
relationship with, dependence upon, and 
influence on, earth as well as on all those cultural 
factors which constitute the subject matter of 
human geography (anthropogeography) broadly 
defined.  In other words, geopolitics is what the 
word itself suggests etymologically: geographical 
politics, that is politics and not geography ς
politics geographically interpreted or analyzed for 
ƛǘǎ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΦέ

LadisKristofΣ ά¢ƘŜ hǊƛƎƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ 9Ǿƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DŜƻǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎέ όмфслύ



Operationalizing Geopolitics

ω An aggregated notion of geography and technology that 
influences how power and politics play out over space and time

ω Critical geographic features:

ς Location/Position

ς Size

ς Topography

ς Resources

ω Key technological sectors:

ς Communication

ς Transportation

ςDestruction

ω ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǎƘŀǇŜ άƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅέ



Two Levels of Geopolitical Influence

1.  PERCEPTUAL (formation)

Decision-Making

Process

Grand Strategic 

Choices

Grand Strategic 

Choices

2.  OPERATIONAL (function)

Security

Outcomes

Based on a conceptualization offered by Harold and Margaret Sprout in The Ecological Perspective on Human Affairs

(Greenwood Press, 1965) and Robert Putnam, ñDiplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two-Level Games,ò 

International Organization,Vol. 42, No. 3 (Summer 1988). 
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Context

Material

Context



Grand Strategy Types

ACCOMMODATE

Bandwagon

HIDE BALANCE ELIMINATEBIND

Appease AssimilateDominate



Sources of Grand Strategy

1. Human

2. Domestic*

3. Structural*

4. Process

5. Geopolitical

Geography

Technology

6. System

Interaction Capacity



Interaction Capacity
D

E
N

S
IT

Y

Extreme

High

Medium

Low Weak

Remote Connected Close Immediate

Moderate

Strong

Intense

PROXIMITY

Based on an operationalizationproposed by Daniel Deudney in ñBinding Powers, Bound States: The Logic and 

Geopolitics of Republican Negarchy,ò Paper prepared for presentation at the annual APSA meeting, San 

Francisco, California, August 1996, and more recently published in ñRegroundingRealism: Anarchy, Security, and 

Changing Material Contexts,ò Security Studies,Vol. 10, No. 1 (Autumn 2000).



Basic Formative Argument
(Independent variable, dependent variable, and historical cases)

GRAND STRATEGIES
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Interaction Capacity by Era

ÅмунлΩǎ ςEarly Modern AgeςWeak
ïTechnics include ships, sails, gunpowder, cannons

ïTakes more than a month to cross the Atlantic 

ÅмфплΩǎ ςIndustrial AgeςModerate
ïTechnics include aircraft, internal combustion, TNT, and radios

ïTakes nearly a week by sea or a day by air to cross Atlantic 

ÅмффлΩǎ ςNuclear/Information AgeςStrong
ïTechnics include rockets, nuclear energy, jet aircraft, computers

ïTakes minutes by rocket or hours by plane to cross Atlantic



Expanding Interaction Capacity
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Mental Maps and Imagined Distance

ÅмунлΩǎ ςMonroe Era ςRemote
ïThink of US as distant, separated, isolated, removed

ï9ƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ άbŜǿ ²ƻǊƭŘέ ŀƴŘ ά²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ IŜƳƛǎǇƘŜǊŜέ

ï!ƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ άǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƎƭƻōŜέ ŀƴŘ άǎƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎέ

ÅмфплΩǎ ςTruman Era ςConnected
ïNo longer thinking of US as isolated ςnow involved 

ïtǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ άCǊŜŜ ²ƻǊƭŘέ

ï!ƭǎƻ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ άbƻǊǘƘ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ

ÅмффлΩǎ ςClinton Era ςClose
ï¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƭŀǊƎŜǊΣ άƎƭƻōŀƭέ ǎŎŀƭŜ ςnow enmeshed 

ï Increasing concern with transnational issues/threats

ï!ƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ άƛƴǘŜǊŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜΣέ άƻǳǊ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΣέ ŀƴŘ άƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅέ



ñMap of the Globe,ò Boston School Atlas (US, 1830)

Source: http://maps.library.umass.edu



Matthew Carey, ñA Map of the World from the Best Authoritiesò (US, 1815)

Source: http://lcweb2.loc.gov 



Fielding Lucas, Jr., ñWestern Hemisphereò (US, 1823)

Source: www.davidrumsey.com



Fielding Lucas, Jr., ñEastern Hemisphereò (US, 1823)

Source: www.davidrumsey.com



ñWorld, Mercator Projectionò Rand McNally (Chicago, 1897)

Source: http://www.davidrumsey.com



ñWest and East Hemispheres,ò Rand McNally (Chicago, 1897)

Source: http://www.davidrumsey.com


