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any subject can be taught effectively In
some mtellectually honest form to any
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overpopulated, increasingly competitive and dangerous
world, knowledge is power. The more we know about our
planet and its fragile environments, about other peoples

and cultures, political systems and economies, borders

and boundaries, attitudes and aspirations, the better
prepared we will be for the challenging times ahead.
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Presentation Overview

A What is geopolitics, and why does it matter?
I Geopolitics and grand strategy
I Mental maps and US foreign policy

A Emergent geopolitical trends
I Key issues and challenges
I Coexistence of centripetal and centrifugal forces
I Complexity as useful lens to understand our world
I Seltorganized criticality toward edge of chaos

A Current state of international education
I What do young Americans know?
I What should they know and be able to do?

A Adaptive education and global literacy

I Principles and components o
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What i1s Geopolitics?
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(1) in their spatial relationship and (2) in their
relationship with, dependence upon, and

Influence on, earth as well as on all those cultural
factors which constitute the subject matter of

human geography (anthropogeography) broadly
defined. In other words, geopolitics is what the

word itself suggests etymologically: geographical
politics, that is politics and not geograpty

politics geographically interpreted or analyzed for
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Operationalizing Geopolitics

w An aggregated notion of geography aeg¢hnology that
influences how power and politics play out over space and time

w Critical geographic features:
¢ Location/Position
C Size

¢ Topography
¢ Resources

w Key technological sectors:

¢ Communication
¢ Transportation

¢ Destruction




Two Levels of Geopolitical Influence

1. PERCEPTUAL (formation)
Material
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2. OPERATIONAL (function)
Material
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Based on a conceptualization offered by Harold and Margaret Sprbi¢ iBcological Perspective on Human Affairs
(Greenwood Press, 1968ndRober t Put nam, #ADi pl omacy anéd eDoenhe sGa nte sP, ¢
International Organizationyol. 42, No. 3 (Summer 1988).




Grand Strategy Types
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Sources of Grand Strategy

Human
Domestic*
Structural*
Process
Geopolitical
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Geography —_, : :
Interaction Capacit
Technology — pacity
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DENSITY

Interaction Capacity

Extreme Intense
High Strong
Medium Moderate
Low Weak
Remote Connected Close Immediate
PROXIMITY
Based on aoperationalizatiop r oposed by Dani el Deudney in ABinding Power s,

Geopolitics of RepublicaNegarchy Bapemprepared for presentation at the anrARBA meeting, San
Francisco, California, Augu sRegrdudddgealismAndrchin®ecuety, and c e n i ‘
Changi ng Mat &ecurity Studizg/al. tLG Not 1s(Autumn 2000). 'F""%
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Basic Formative Argument

(Independent variable, dependent variable, and historical cases)
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Interaction Capacity by Era

A My H qEary Modern Age Weak

I Technics include ships, sails, gunpowder, cannons
I Takes more than a month to cross the Atlantic

A m b n qldléstrial Agec Moderate
I Technics include aircraft, internal combustion, TNT, and radios
I Takes nearly a week by sea or a day by air to cross Atlantic

A M i bqNudear/Information Agec Strong
I Technics include rockets, nuclear energy, jet aircraft, computers
I Takes minutes by rocket or hours by plane to cross Atlantic




Expanding Interaction Capacity
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Mental Maps and Imagined Distance

A My H qMbaroe Erac Remote
I Think of US as distant, separated, isolated, removed
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A m d n qT€uénan Era Connected
I No longer thinking of US as isolatedow involved
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i CKAY1AY3d 2y f IcNBveiNEeshéddf 20 f € & (
I Increasing concern with transnational issues/threats
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nMap of the Globe, 0o Boston Sche-~'! ~¢/!
Source: http://maps.library.umass.edu
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Matthew Carey, AA Map of the World fr~>~ *2©n
Source: http://lcweb2.loc.gov
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Fielding Lucas, Jr ., AEastern H
Source: www.davidrumsey.com
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AWorl d, Mercator Projectiono
Source: http://www.davidrumsey.com




AWest and East Hemi spheres, 0
Source: http://www.davidrumsey.com




